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repulsed in an onslaught on an isolated British column under
Kekewich at Moedwil; early in February 1902 he emerged
again with better success, snapping up an armed convoy and
defeating and capturing Methuen, who had been dispatched to
deal with him, at Tweebosch. Ian Hamilton was therefore
given the task of running him to earth, and the last fight of
the war at Roodeval in April saw the complete defeat and disinte-
gration of Delarey's force, at that time under the command of
Kemp, who fell in the action.
Botha and Viljoen in the northern and eastern Transvaal
had an equally chequered career. The former's activity in
January 1901 caused the dispatch of French to deal with
him, but the wily Boer refused to let himself be driven to bay
either against the Swaziland border or in the south-eastern
corner of the Transvaal. Simultaneous operations north of
Pretoria had the effect of reducing that territory to order for
some months, and when Viljoen once more became active in
January 1902 his career was quickly cut short by his capture.
His colleague was more fortunate. Foiled in an attempt to
invade Natal, he managed to wriggle away from the net cast to
snare him and return to his old haunts, where he scored a
resounding success over a British force at Bakenlaagte at the
end of October. After this, however, he was driven to earth
by the forces of Bruce Hamilton and remained perdu from
January 1902 till his appearance as an envoy at the peace
conference in May.
Meanwhile small bands of raiding Boers had carried war
into Cape Colony. Two of them, riding east and west, in
December 1900, had reached both the Atlantic and the Indian
Oceans, and were still hovering around when De Wet, two
months later, made his third and last incursion into British
territory. Crossing the Orange north-west of Colesberg he
struck west for Prieska, pertinaciously hunted all the way by
our mounted troops ; circling round in the bend of the river,
he re-passed the Capetown—Kimberley railway near Hopetown,
and fled east along the south bank of the flooded river while
his pursuers closed in on him from all sides. None the less
he successfully effected his crossing by a ford to the west of
Norval's Pont and got away untouched, after infesting Cape
Colony for close on three weeks. His mantle then fell on the
worthy shoulders of Smuts, who, after riding through the whole
length of the Orange River Colony from north-west to south-
east, crossed the Orange near its junction with the Caledon,
swung south-west, and penetrated to within 100 miles of
Capetown itself. Here, in the heart of enemy territory and
constantly hunted but never caught by enemy columns, he
u

